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”BUILT  ENVIRONMENT  AND  ARCHITECTURE  
AS  A  RESOURCE”  
	
  

Main  theme  
Many	
  cities	
  worldwide	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  developing	
  resilient	
  strategic	
  frameworks	
  for	
  the	
  future	
  
to	
  adapt	
  their	
  physical	
  structures	
  to	
  the	
  challenges	
  of	
  tomorrow.	
  The	
  aim	
  of	
  this	
  conference	
  is	
  to	
  
discuss	
  how	
  cities,	
  neighbourhoods,	
  buildings	
  and	
  citizens	
  can	
  become	
  resilient,	
  and	
  what	
  role	
  
architects	
  and	
  urban	
  planners	
  may	
  play	
  in	
  this	
  process.	
  

The	
  built	
  environment	
  with	
  its	
  infrastructures,	
  buildings,	
  spaces	
  and	
  landscapes	
  is	
  a	
  relatively	
  slow-­‐
transforming	
  socio-­‐technical	
  assemblage.	
  This	
  is	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  large	
  resources	
  it	
  takes	
  to	
  found	
  and	
  
change	
  physical	
  constructions.	
  The	
  existing	
  built	
  environment	
  will	
  remain	
  for	
  a	
  long	
  time.	
  For	
  this	
  
reason	
  society	
  in	
  general	
  and	
  architects	
  and	
  urban	
  planners	
  in	
  particular	
  need	
  strategies,	
  models	
  and	
  
technologies	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  transformation	
  pressures	
  caused	
  by	
  climate	
  change,	
  demographic	
  change,	
  
social	
  segregation,	
  and	
  macroeconomic	
  fluctuations	
  that	
  manifest	
  themselves	
  in	
  congested	
  urban	
  
regions	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  in	
  shrinking	
  cities.	
  	
  	
  	
  

It	
  is	
  noteworthy	
  that	
  some	
  definitions	
  of	
  the	
  term	
  “resilience”	
  suggest	
  that	
  the	
  built	
  environment	
  not	
  
just	
  returns	
  to	
  its	
  original	
  state	
  after	
  changes,	
  but	
  instead	
  reaches	
  a	
  renewed	
  state,	
  which	
  is	
  even	
  
more	
  resilient	
  than	
  the	
  original.	
  According	
  to	
  this	
  idea,	
  the	
  new	
  state	
  should	
  open	
  up	
  new	
  
possibilities	
  for	
  better	
  resource	
  efficiency,	
  better	
  economic	
  profitability,	
  better	
  technical	
  resistance	
  
and,	
  particularly,	
  new	
  opportunities	
  for	
  social	
  regeneration	
  and	
  evolving	
  lifestyles	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  new	
  
cultural	
  values.	
  	
  	
  

Based	
  on	
  this,	
  the	
  built	
  environment	
  is	
  more	
  likely	
  a	
  resource	
  than	
  a	
  hindrance	
  for	
  future	
  
development.	
  Our	
  building	
  stock	
  and	
  infrastructure	
  include	
  a	
  vast	
  amount	
  of	
  public	
  wealth	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  
valued	
  only	
  by	
  gross	
  floor	
  area.	
  High	
  quality	
  architecture	
  creates	
  values	
  that	
  cannot	
  be	
  measured	
  by	
  
economic	
  indicators	
  only.	
  What	
  kind	
  of	
  values	
  are	
  we	
  able	
  to	
  create	
  by	
  architectural	
  design	
  and	
  
planning?	
  What	
  kind	
  of	
  design	
  strategies,	
  models,	
  tools	
  and	
  technologies	
  are	
  needed	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  help	
  
architects,	
  planners,	
  decision	
  makers	
  and	
  property	
  developers	
  treat	
  the	
  built	
  environment	
  as	
  a	
  
resource?	
  Do	
  new	
  or	
  alternative	
  modes	
  of	
  economy	
  -­‐	
  for	
  instance	
  shared	
  economy	
  -­‐	
  in	
  society	
  
regenerate	
  our	
  mind-­‐sets	
  and	
  practices?	
  	
  	
  



A	
  research	
  field	
  as	
  wide	
  as	
  the	
  above	
  described	
  requires	
  multidisciplinary	
  and	
  extensive	
  
methodological	
  approaches.	
  We	
  encourage	
  the	
  participants	
  to	
  tackle	
  the	
  theme	
  of	
  the	
  symposium	
  
from	
  fresh	
  and	
  diverse	
  standpoints.	
  Theoretical	
  and	
  practical	
  approaches	
  are	
  equally	
  welcomed,	
  as	
  
well	
  as	
  spatial	
  and	
  temporal	
  explorations	
  through	
  different	
  architectonic	
  scales	
  and	
  epochs.	
  Papers	
  
can	
  be	
  submitted	
  as	
  either	
  scientific	
  articles	
  or	
  academic	
  essays.	
  These	
  will	
  be	
  reviewed	
  according	
  to	
  
thematic	
  relevance,	
  quality	
  and	
  scientific	
  standards.	
  We	
  invite	
  scholars	
  and	
  practitioners	
  from	
  
architecture,	
  landscape	
  architecture	
  and	
  urban	
  planning	
  to	
  submit	
  papers	
  within	
  the	
  following	
  
thematic	
  tracks:	
  

Thematic  tracks  
Theory  and  its  uses    
What	
  kind	
  of	
  theorizing	
  is	
  needed	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  future	
  challenges?	
  To	
  fully	
  cover	
  the	
  built	
  
environment	
  and	
  architecture	
  as	
  a	
  resource	
  in	
  society,	
  this	
  issue	
  should	
  be	
  addressed	
  as	
  widely	
  as	
  
possible.	
  Traditionally,	
  the	
  city	
  and	
  its	
  built	
  environment	
  are	
  usually	
  understood	
  as	
  users	
  of	
  
resources,	
  but	
  they	
  should	
  be	
  seen	
  also	
  as	
  the	
  producers	
  of	
  new	
  ones.	
  Every	
  site	
  has	
  potential	
  
resources	
  -­‐	
  values	
  and	
  qualities	
  -­‐	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  investigated	
  and	
  developed	
  by	
  design.	
  And	
  besides	
  the	
  
economic	
  and	
  material	
  resources,	
  we	
  should	
  include	
  also	
  the	
  social	
  ones.	
  The	
  qualities	
  of	
  the	
  built	
  
environment	
  and	
  architecture	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  people’s	
  everyday	
  lives	
  must	
  be	
  identified	
  as	
  important	
  
assets	
  in	
  this	
  discussion.	
  To	
  understand	
  this	
  complex	
  socio-­‐technical	
  system	
  in	
  society	
  with	
  its	
  
functions,	
  flows	
  and	
  causations,	
  we	
  must	
  enhance	
  not	
  only	
  new	
  and	
  applied	
  research	
  but	
  also	
  basic	
  
research.	
  From	
  this	
  understanding,	
  new	
  tools	
  for	
  architectural	
  design,	
  urban	
  planning,	
  decision-­‐
making	
  and	
  research	
  should	
  be	
  achieved.	
  	
  

Spatial  and  social  interaction  /  co-­‐creation  
In	
  what	
  ways	
  are	
  the	
  possibilities	
  for	
  social	
  interaction	
  changing	
  in	
  today’s	
  urban	
  environments?	
  In	
  
recent	
  decades,	
  various	
  types	
  of	
  urban	
  activism	
  have	
  brought	
  new	
  life	
  to	
  city	
  cores.	
  Spontaneous	
  
pop-­‐up	
  events	
  have	
  sometimes	
  even	
  evolved	
  into	
  more	
  organized	
  regularly	
  occurring	
  happenings.	
  At	
  
the	
  same	
  time,	
  citizen	
  participation	
  has	
  reached	
  a	
  level	
  where	
  individual	
  groups	
  may	
  come	
  up	
  with	
  
urban	
  planning	
  scenarios	
  that	
  offer	
  an	
  alternative	
  to	
  the	
  official	
  versions	
  developed	
  by	
  professionals.	
  
In	
  addition,	
  co-­‐creation	
  has	
  increasingly	
  become	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  official	
  planning	
  process,	
  with	
  
collaborative	
  charrettes	
  and	
  new	
  GIS	
  platforms	
  offering	
  citizens	
  a	
  possibility	
  to	
  voice	
  their	
  opinions.	
  
Discussions	
  are	
  continued	
  in	
  the	
  social	
  media,	
  which	
  thus	
  complement	
  the	
  traditional	
  urban	
  spaces	
  
as	
  a	
  scene	
  of	
  social	
  interaction.	
  Augmented	
  reality	
  is	
  bringing	
  its	
  own	
  layer	
  to	
  this	
  interaction	
  and	
  the	
  
experience	
  of	
  the	
  urban	
  environment.	
  The	
  city	
  is	
  everybody’s	
  business,	
  and	
  the	
  ways	
  of	
  participation	
  
are	
  constantly	
  developing.	
  We	
  welcome	
  papers	
  that	
  critically	
  discuss	
  the	
  theme	
  or	
  use	
  it	
  as	
  a	
  lens	
  to	
  
reflect	
  on	
  past	
  or	
  present	
  changes	
  in	
  how	
  society	
  understands	
  and	
  defines	
  the	
  city	
  and	
  its	
  urban	
  
environment.	
  	
  

Transition  and  time  
Is	
  there	
  a	
  peaceful	
  path	
  to	
  the	
  urban	
  reform	
  of	
  our	
  time?	
  The	
  early	
  modernists	
  wanted	
  to	
  break	
  away	
  
from	
  the	
  burdens	
  of	
  history	
  and	
  begin	
  a	
  new	
  era	
  of	
  architecture.	
  The	
  transformation	
  of	
  cities	
  in	
  the	
  
twentieth	
  century	
  was	
  radical	
  and	
  visible.	
  Since	
  then,	
  architecture	
  has	
  created	
  its	
  own	
  "modern"	
  
urban	
  layers.	
  As	
  we	
  today	
  to	
  some	
  extent	
  use	
  cities	
  differently	
  from	
  the	
  past,	
  the	
  activities	
  of	
  
planning	
  and	
  design	
  have	
  increasingly	
  become	
  re-­‐planning,	
  re-­‐designing	
  and	
  re-­‐using	
  the	
  existing	
  
environment.	
  This	
  development	
  is	
  not	
  necessarily	
  linear.	
  The	
  current	
  challenges	
  of	
  sustainability	
  may	
  
require	
  just	
  as	
  big	
  a	
  reform	
  as	
  that	
  faced	
  by	
  the	
  early	
  modernists.	
  One	
  important	
  difference	
  remains,	
  
however:	
  instead	
  of	
  adopting	
  a	
  totalizing	
  vision	
  of	
  the	
  city,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  get	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  existing	
  
urban	
  diversity.	
  The	
  solution	
  may	
  rely	
  on	
  radical	
  innovations,	
  but	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  great	
  benefit	
  if	
  we	
  



also	
  recognised	
  the	
  existing	
  urban	
  environment	
  as	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  valuable	
  resources.	
  How	
  this	
  would	
  be	
  
possible,	
  is	
  an	
  open	
  field	
  for	
  new	
  ideas	
  and	
  approaches.	
  We	
  call	
  for	
  papers	
  that	
  will	
  take	
  these	
  
matters	
  into	
  critical	
  consideration.	
  	
  

Circular  buildings  and  cities  
Will	
  our	
  current	
  architecture	
  stand	
  the	
  test	
  of	
  time?	
  With	
  cities	
  growing	
  as	
  ever,	
  the	
  globe	
  is	
  running	
  
out	
  of	
  vital	
  resources	
  such	
  as,	
  for	
  example,	
  sand,	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  cradle-­‐to-­‐grave	
  nature	
  of	
  modern	
  
construction.	
  At	
  the	
  same	
  time,	
  buildings	
  are	
  discarded	
  after	
  unprecedented	
  short	
  life	
  spans.	
  This	
  
obviously	
  unsustainable	
  situation	
  calls	
  for	
  both	
  reactive	
  and	
  proactive	
  approaches	
  to	
  the	
  way	
  we	
  
build	
  our	
  buildings	
  and	
  cities.	
  The	
  idea	
  of	
  circularity	
  fosters	
  the	
  perspective	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  architecture	
  
that	
  is	
  timeless,	
  flexible,	
  adaptive	
  and/or	
  structurally	
  designed	
  for	
  deconstruction,	
  relocation	
  and,	
  
eventually,	
  recycling.	
  It	
  also	
  views	
  existing	
  buildings	
  as	
  an	
  undervalued	
  stock	
  of	
  spatial	
  and	
  material	
  
resources	
  whose	
  life	
  cycle	
  claims	
  are	
  extended	
  in	
  one	
  form	
  or	
  another.	
  At	
  the	
  city	
  scale,	
  circularity	
  
takes	
  into	
  account	
  not	
  only	
  sustainable	
  inflows	
  and	
  outflows	
  of	
  building	
  materials	
  but	
  also	
  those	
  of	
  
water,	
  traffic	
  and	
  other	
  infrastructure	
  systems.	
  This	
  thematic	
  track	
  embraces	
  studies	
  into	
  dynamics	
  
of	
  cities	
  and	
  stocks,	
  helping	
  to	
  understand	
  the	
  larger	
  behavioural	
  patterns	
  underlying	
  our	
  everyday	
  
environments.	
  

Keynote  Speakers  
Ida  Andersson  
Ida	
  Andersson	
  is	
  a	
  researcher	
  in	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Human	
  Geography	
  at	
  Stockholm	
  University,	
  
Sweden.	
  In	
  her	
  research	
  she	
  has	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  interlinkages	
  between	
  economic	
  geography	
  and	
  
spatial	
  planning,	
  and	
  how	
  this	
  ties	
  to	
  policy	
  development,	
  strategic	
  planning	
  and	
  the	
  built	
  
environment.	
  Ida	
  is	
  currently	
  doing	
  research	
  on	
  policy	
  mobilities,	
  the	
  green	
  economy	
  and	
  regional	
  
development.	
  Ida	
  has	
  published	
  articles	
  in	
  both	
  Swedish	
  and	
  English,	
  and	
  her	
  publications	
  can	
  be	
  
found	
  in	
  European	
  Planning	
  Studies,	
  Journal	
  of	
  Social	
  and	
  Economic	
  Geography	
  and	
  Norwegian	
  
Journal	
  of	
  Geography.	
  

Maarten  Gielen  
Maarten	
  Gielen	
  is	
  a	
  founding	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  collective	
  Rotor	
  where	
  he	
  currently	
  works	
  as	
  designer,	
  
manager	
  and	
  researcher.	
  At	
  Rotor	
  he	
  collaborated	
  on	
  exhibition	
  projects	
  including	
  OMA/	
  Progress	
  
(Barbican	
  Art	
  Gallery,	
  London,	
  2011),	
  Usus/Usures	
  (Belgian	
  pavilion	
  at	
  the	
  2010	
  Venice	
  Architecture	
  
Biennale),	
  or	
  Ex	
  Limbo	
  (Fondazione	
  Prada,	
  Milan,	
  2011).	
  In	
  2012	
  he	
  was	
  appointed	
  visiting	
  professor	
  
at	
  HEAD	
  in	
  Geneva.	
  In	
  2014	
  he,	
  together	
  with	
  Lionel	
  Devlieger,	
  curated	
  the	
  Oslo	
  Architecture	
  
Triennale.	
  In	
  2015	
  he	
  was	
  awarded	
  the	
  Rotterdam-­‐Maaskant	
  Prize.	
  The	
  last	
  two	
  years,	
  Gielen	
  has	
  
spent	
  most	
  of	
  his	
  time	
  on	
  the	
  spin-­‐off	
  ‘Rotor	
  Deconstruction’,	
  a	
  startup	
  that	
  specialises	
  in	
  the	
  careful	
  
dismantling	
  of	
  buildings	
  and	
  components	
  with	
  reuse	
  in	
  mind.	
  	
  

Matti  Kuittinen  
D.Sc.,	
  architect	
  Matti	
  Kuittinen	
  works	
  as	
  Senior	
  Specialist	
  at	
  the	
  Ministry	
  of	
  the	
  Environment	
  in	
  
Finland.	
  His	
  work	
  is	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  environmental	
  impacts	
  of	
  buildings,	
  green	
  public	
  procurement	
  
and	
  circular	
  economy.	
  He	
  has	
  coordinated	
  international	
  research	
  projects,	
  developed	
  new	
  methods	
  
for	
  carbon	
  footprinting	
  of	
  buildings	
  and	
  designed	
  passive	
  houses	
  and	
  sustainable	
  refugee	
  camps	
  as	
  
part	
  of	
  his	
  practice.	
  Kuittinen	
  also	
  teaches	
  sustainable	
  construction	
  at	
  Aalto	
  University.	
  He	
  has	
  
spoken	
  in	
  numerous	
  scientific	
  seminars	
  and	
  been	
  heard	
  as	
  an	
  expert	
  on	
  sustainable	
  construction	
  in	
  
the	
  meetings	
  of	
  the	
  European	
  Commission	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  parliaments	
  of	
  EU	
  member	
  countries.	
  



Organisers  
The	
  symposium	
  is	
  a	
  joint	
  venture	
  between	
  Tampere	
  University	
  of	
  Technology	
  (TUT),	
  School	
  of	
  
Architecture,	
  and	
  the	
  Nordic	
  Association	
  of	
  Architectural	
  Research,	
  NAAR:	
  
http://arkitekturforskning.net/na.	
  	
  

Venue  
The	
  NAAR	
  Symposium	
  takes	
  place	
  at	
  Seinäjoki	
  University	
  Centre	
  “Frami”	
  in	
  Seinäjoki,	
  Finland	
  
http://www.frami.fi/	
  	
  	
  

Paper  deadlines    
Abstract	
  of	
  maximum	
  400	
  words.	
  Deadline:	
  8	
  January	
  2018	
  

Full	
  paper	
  of	
  maximum	
  8000	
  words.	
  Deadline:	
  	
  15	
  April	
  2018	
  

Abstracts	
  and	
  papers	
  must	
  be	
  submitted	
  in	
  English,	
  which	
  is	
  the	
  official	
  symposium	
  language.	
  Papers	
  
must	
  be	
  marked	
  as	
  either	
  A.	
  Scientific	
  article	
  or	
  B.	
  Academic	
  essay.	
  Guidelines	
  will	
  be	
  sent	
  to	
  authors	
  
with	
  accepted	
  abstracts.	
  

Conference  fee    
PhD	
  students:	
  200	
  Euro.	
  Senior	
  researchers:	
  275	
  Euro.	
  The	
  fee	
  covers	
  a	
  two-­‐day	
  programme,	
  two	
  
lunches	
  and	
  coffee	
  breaks.	
  Thursday’s	
  symposium	
  dinner	
  is	
  not	
  included.	
  	
  	
  

Organising  committee    
• Ari	
  Hynynen,	
  Dr,	
  Professor,	
  TUT	
  and	
  NAAR	
  
• Minna	
  Chudoba,	
  Dr,	
  University	
  Lecturer,	
  TUT	
  and	
  NAAR	
  
• Markku	
  Norvasuo,	
  Dr,	
  Researcher,	
  TUT	
  	
  	
  
• Satu	
  Huuhka,	
  Dr,	
  Postdoctoral	
  Researcher,	
  TUT	
  	
  
• Jaana	
  Vanhatalo,	
  MSc,	
  Project	
  Researcher,	
  TUT	
  
• Anne	
  Elisabeth	
  Toft,	
  Dr,	
  Associate	
  Professor,	
  AAA	
  and	
  NAAR	
  
• Magnus	
  Rönn,	
  Dr,	
  Associate	
  Professor,	
  KTH	
  and	
  NAAR	
  

Scientific  committee  
A	
  scientific	
  committee	
  for	
  reviewing	
  abstracts	
  and	
  papers	
  will	
  be	
  appointed.	
  

Contact    
naar2018@tut.fi	
  	
  

Proceeding  
The	
  organizing	
  committee	
  will	
  prepare	
  a	
  double-­‐blind	
  peer-­‐reviewed	
  conference	
  proceeding.	
  It	
  will	
  
be	
  published	
  by	
  Nordic	
  Academic	
  Press	
  of	
  Architectural	
  Research:	
  
http://arkitekturforskning.net/na/issue/publishing.	
  Peer	
  review	
  will	
  follow	
  the	
  peer	
  review	
  process	
  
used	
  by	
  NAAR.	
  Further	
  info	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  at	
  a	
  later	
  stage.	
  	
  

Practical  information  
Further	
  practical	
  information	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  at	
  a	
  later	
  stage.	
  It	
  will	
  be	
  published	
  on	
  an	
  official	
  
symposium	
  website	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  website	
  of	
  NAAR.	
  	
  



Symposium  programme  
	
  
Thursday  31.05.2018  
  
08.30-­‐11.30	
   NAAR	
  Annual	
  Meeting	
  (for	
  NAAR	
  members	
  only)	
  

08.30-­‐11.30	
   Registration	
  

11.30-­‐12.30	
   Lunch	
  	
  

12.30-­‐13.00	
   Symposium	
  opening	
  

13.00-­‐14.00	
   Keynote	
  session	
  

14.00-­‐14.30	
   Coffee	
  break	
  

14.30-­‐16.00	
   Parallel	
  sessions	
  1	
  

16.00-­‐16.15	
   Short	
  break	
  

16.15-­‐17.45	
   Parallel	
  sessions	
  2	
  

19.00-­‐21.30	
   Seinäjoki	
  City	
  presentation	
  +	
  symposium	
  dinner	
  (Restaurant	
  Juurella)	
  

	
  
Friday  01.06.2018  
	
  
09.00-­‐10.00	
   Keynote	
  session	
  

10.00-­‐10.15	
   Short	
  break	
  

10.15-­‐11.45	
   Parallel	
  sessions	
  3	
  

11.45-­‐12.45	
   Lunch	
  

12.45-­‐14.15	
   Parallel	
  sessions	
  4	
  

14.15-­‐14.45	
   Coffee	
  break	
  

14.45-­‐15.45	
   Keynote	
  session	
  

15.45-­‐16.30	
   Concluding	
  discussions	
  /	
  NAAR	
  2019	
  announcement	
  

17.00-­‐18.30	
   Seinäjoki	
  walking	
  tour	
  (Aalto	
  +	
  JKMM	
  Library	
  +	
  new	
  city	
  centre)	
  	
  	
   	
  

	
  
	
   	
  

	
  


